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Motorbike mania hits Barking
Lebo Diseko

It was a problem that plagued the community on the 
Thames View Estate. Children riding motorbikes illegally 

keeping other residents up and generally causing trouble. 

But now a new community project –

a mobile mechanics workshop- is

tackling the problem.

Twelve kids get to don their overalls 

and learn all about bikes- from 

mechanics, to safety on the road. 

They're also given the chance to get 
their provisional license.

It’s the first scheme of its kind in the

country.

Mark Riches, whose company 

provides the bikes and equipment 

for the project, says he wants to 

engage children positively, to help 

keep them off the street.

An ex-offender himself, he says often there just isn't enough for 

young people to do, which leads many into activities they 

shouldn't be involved in:

“My aim is to give young people something to do … something
constructive, and to give them the time to get together … work

together … and understand motorcycles, [and] road safety”

The project is the result of local people and the police working 

together.

Residents worried about the behaviour of some youths, raised 

their concerns with the local Safer Neighbourhoods Team.

The police then joined forces with Mark’s company Orbit training,

and the council, to get the scheme going. They've even had

support from the Salvation Army and other local churches.

Police Sergeant Simon Whalley, who’s safer neighbourhood team

helped come up with the scheme, says it’s already had positive

results, with no reported incidents of children loitering or causing

trouble on the nights the workshop runs.

Sergeant Whalley told BBC London: "This is an unprecedented

opportunity to turn around the lives of local teenagers, by

molding the genuine interest they have in bikes into a
constructive activity.”

The scheme runs for five weeks, during which time it’s funded by

the council.
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Sergeant Whalley and his team are currently trying to raise 

money so that they can keep the scheme going over the next 

year.

If you would like to contribute funds to the project please 

contact Sergeant Simon Whalley at Thames Ward, on 020 8649 

3529.

To watch more about this scheme click on the link below.

 Watch video report about the project >
Audio and Video links on this page require Realplayer
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